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Plant Clinics

VIRTUAL PLANT CLINICS
Every Tuesday via Zoom
Email Monroe@ifas.ufl.edu or call
(305)292-4501 to register!
Along with answering all of your
plant/insect questions, we will
have a brief topical discussion.
See topics and dates below:
November 3rd: Fall Color in
the Landscape
November 10th: Vegetable
Gardening Considerations
November 17th: Growing Soy
Beans in the Keys
November 24th: Heritage Plants
in the Garden

IN-PERSON PLANT CLINICS
Home Depot - Marathon
3rd Saturday of the month
9AM-12PM
Island Home Garden– Islamorada
4th Thursday of the month
9AM—12PM
**Masks and Social
Distancing Required**

November 2020

Recycling in the
Florida Keys
By Brynn Morey,
Extension Coordinator
America Recycles Day is a Keep America Beautiful Initiative, that is
dedicated to promoting and celebrating recycling in the United States.
Each year on November 15, enthusiasts focus on educating neighbors,
friends and colleagues on the benefits and importance of recycling. In
order to inspire others to recycle it is important to know the recycling
information for your county. In honor of America Recycles Day,
Extension Services has taken some time to research and gather helpful
information on proper recycling techniques in Monroe County.
Did you know? In 2019, unincorporated Monroe hauled 7,090 tons of
recyclable items up to the mainland to be recycled. Recyclables are
taken to a single-stream center, which is why patrons do not have to
separate or sort the items. Paper, aluminum, plastic, etc. can all go
into the same receptacle labeled with the word recycling or the recycle
symbol. Recycling from Monroe, Miami-Dade, Broward and Collier
counties are processed and sorted at the site, then put into bails and
shipped to companies who buy recycling.
Recycling can be very confusing at times. Many people find it
challenging to know exactly what can and can’t be recycled and how to
prepare items for recycling. The list below indicates what items can be
recycled and how to prepare them for the recycle bin:






Cans (aluminum, steel) - empty and rinse
Food and Beverage Cartons– empty and remove lid
Glass Bottles and Jars - empty, rinse and remove cap
Paper (mixed paper, magazines, newspaper, flattened cardboard)
Plastic Bottles and Containers (1-5)– empty and cap remains

**Do not place recyclables in a plastic bags, it will become trash. Remember plastic
bags are NOT recyclable! They cause problems for the sorting machines **
…Continued on page 3
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Sea Grant News
Shelly recently accomplished the
following activities:





Shelly is the South Florida
coordinator for the 2020-2023
Greater Amberjack Visioning
Program and has been
interviewing fishermen and
women, seafood dealers, and
researchers for input into the
greater amberjack fishery.
Learn more, and how to
participate, in my blog at:
http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/
monroeco/2020/10/20/greateramberjack-input-needed-fromfishers/

The

Shelly Krueger
UF/IFAS Florida Sea Grant Agent
Shelly is co-lead of the Florida
Sea Grant SEAS WAG and we led
our bi-annual meeting to
determine upcoming priorities
and performance measures for
reporting to the National Sea
Grant office. Shelly is also vice
chair of the South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council
Outreach and Communication
Advisory Panel and on the Gulf
Council Outreach and Education
Technical Committee and both
met in October for their bi-annual
meeting to discuss fisheries
communications for 2021 and
beyond, including redesigning the
SAFMC website.



Shelly has been busy helping
people register for the new
virtual training for the Florida
Horseshoe Crab Watch Program,
which is a partnership with the
FWC and uses volunteers to
collect horseshoe crab data.
Shelly co-wrote the EDIS
document “The American
Horseshoe Crab,” which was
peer-reviewed and now available
online:
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/sg190

https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/monroeco/2020/09/29/2020florida-horseshoe-crab-watch-census-free-virtualtraining-course/

Environmental Horticulture Program and Master Gardener Volunteers remain
dedicated to helping you with your plant related questions.

CALL OUR OFFICE:
(305)292-4501

ZOOM PLANT CLINICS:
Every Tuesday & 3rd Saturday of the month!!
Email Monroe@ifas.ufl.edu or
Call (305)292-4501 to Register

EMAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO:
mastergardener@monroecounty-fl.gov

FACEBOOK PAGE:
Visit our Facebook page for updates, requests, information
and so much more!

Please include a detailed description of the
problem and photos if available

https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension/

Horticulture News
Michelle recently accomplished the
following activities:



Michelle presented at the Florida
State Horticultural Society (FSHS)
Annual Conference on offering
virtual plant clinics and potential
impacts to her program. She was
also nominated as the Vice
President-elect for the
Ornamental, Garden, and
Landscape section of FSHS for
2021.



Michelle Leonard-Mularz
UF/IFAS Environmental Horticulture Agent

Michelle distributed 40 compost
bins to residents across Monroe
County in an effort to reduce food
waste entering landfills, having a
positive environmental impact in
the County by recycling that
material instead of it
contributing to methane
emissions coming from landfills.
Monroe County Solid Waste
Department sponsored the
purchase of the bins, allowing us
to offer them to the residents at a
significantly reduced price.



Michelle was the co-coordinator
for the Southeast Extension
District Meeting, urban
horticulture breakout session and
co-created a district-wide
outreach effort among urban
horticulture agents called the
Green Team Initiative.

Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram!
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Extension Director ’s News
Alicia recently accomplished the
following activities:


Alicia participated in UF’s
Natural Resources Leadership
Institute. This eight-month
program builds leadership skills
in managing issues and promotes
collaboration among competing
interests. NRLI is open to any
natural resource professional.



Alicia held 4 on-line financial
literacy classes for youth as part
of a young adult literacy program.
Participants learned about
credit, debit, saving and
budgeting.
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Alicia Betancourt
UF/IFAS Family and Community Development Agent and
Monroe County Extension Director

As part of the Southeast Florida
Climate Compact, Alicia helped to
hold a Municipal Round Table
workshop to share the development
of the C-CAT Compact Climate
Assessment Tool. This tool will
 Alicia worked to develop the
allow municipal partners to report
strategic planning for the University
on progress in both mitigation and
of Florida Extension Roadmap,
adaptation to climate change
Initiative 6 and Initiative 3.
impacts. The purpose of the C-CAT
Extension Roadmap:
is to allow cities to report progress
https://extadmin.ifas.ufl.edu/media/
against a checklist of fundamental
extadminifasufledu/ext-admin-new/
action items their communities can
documents/Roadmap.pdf
be advancing.
Initiative 6 and 3:
https://extadmin.ifas.ufl.edu/media/
extadminifasufledu/extension-roadmap/
EXT_ExtensionRoadmapHandout2020.pdf

Continued from page 1

Many different items cannot be recycled at
the actual facility, however there are other
ways you can recycle/reuse these items. The
list below indicates items that cannot be
recycled in Monroe County. This list also
includes other ways you can recycle these
items in your community.










Plastic grocery bags– these can be
taken back to the grocery store
Food waste– try composting
Styrofoam– avoid using
Furniture (even plastic furniture)
Clothing or linens– donate these items
Garden hoses, hangers, electric wires
Pots and pans– donate these items
Yard waste– collected separately and
taken to a facility for composting
Hazardous materials such as chemicals, propane tanks, batteries, paint–
these can be taken to hazardous waste collections within the county. For information on these collection sites follow the
link below: https://www.monroecountyfl.gov/239/Household-Hazardous-Waste-EWaste

1. MYTH: Recyclables need to be washed.
Recyclables need to be emptied; if they are soiled a
quick rinse will suffice.
2. MYTH: Doesn’t it take more energy to drive
recyclables around?
Even with transportation, recycling saves energy.
Recycling also reduces the creation of greenhouse
gases, generates US jobs, and saves natural
resources.
3. MYTH: Pizza boxes are not recyclable.
Make sure to remove the parts of the box that have
grease, cheese or crusts and recycle the clean parts of
the cardboard can be recycled.
4. MYTH: Caps on plastic bottles are not
recyclable.
The caps on bottles are recyclable! You will just need
to make sure that they are removed from the top of
the bottle
5. MYTH: If something has recycling arrows on
it, it’s recyclable.
Not always. Monroe county recycles plastics with a
number 1 through 5 within the recycle arrows.

Sources: Monroe County BOCC website and
Recyclingpartenership.org

Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram!

Please recycle this newsletter!
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UF/IFAS/MONROE COUNTY EXTENSION
1100 Simonton Street, Suite 2-260, Key West, FL 33040
102050 Overseas Hwy., Suite 244, Key Largo, FL 33037
KW Phone: 305-292-4501
KW Fax: 305-292-4415

KL Phone: 305-453-8747
KL Fax: 305-453-8749

General e-mail: monroe@ifas.ufl.edu
County Extension Director: Alicia Betancourt
Newsletter Editor: Brynn Morey, Extension Coordinator
This newsletter can be accessed online at:
http://monroe.ifas.ufl.edu/newsletter.shtml
We’re on the Web at: http://monroe.ifas.ufl.edu
Facebook

Twitter

Instagram
Scan this code to go
directly to our
UF/IFAS Website for
more information!

University of Florida (UF)

http://SolutionsForYourLife.ufl.edu
http://ufl.edu
Electronic Data Information Source (EDIS)

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu

UF/IFAS Extension is
Putting Florida First
UF/IFAS/MCES QUARTERLY CONTACTS
Phone calls
Office visitors
Email Consultations
Learning events
Participants
Media submissions
Publications distributed
TOTAL contacts
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Check us out!
Michelle worked with the
upper and lower
elementary students at
The Children’s School in
Key West on planting a
butterfly garden and
identifying caterpillars
and other beneficial
insects.
An Equal Opportunity Institution. UF/IFAS Extension, University of Florida, Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences, Nick T. Place, dean for UF/IFAS Extension. Single copies of
UF/IFAS Extension publications (excluding 4-H and youth publications) are available free to
Florida residents from county UF/IFAS Extension offices.

